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INFORMATION ON PLANNED ABSENCES

Why is it important to submit Absence Forms ASAP when you have a planned absence?

My entire system relies on people being organised. People often want to be offered Standby Lessons, but don't give others the opportunity to be offered their lesson time.

If you have a planned absence in the latter half of a term, but only submit an absence form in week 5, that’s FIVE WEEKS of possible Standby Lesson times you've missed out on! If everyone
does this, then it creates a bottle neck and nobody wins. Standby Lessons can be offered within the same term (even before your absence).

Even if you're requesting a Prearranged Short Video Lesson or a Transcription, | may offer somebody in the Standby Pool your lesson time and complete your task during their lesson time. If
you thinking, “oh well, | don’t want a Standby Lesson, so it doesn’'t matter” - at some point you will want to be offered available Standby Lessons and people who have been organised will always
rank higher in the Standby Pool.

Why is telling me in person or via email not the same as submitting an Absence Form?

Without you submitting the form, you might not understand all your options and could be unhappy with the choice | make.

| encourage students to take ownership of their own learning.

| can't regurgitate my terms and conditions for every option for every person.

With dozens of students, | simply don't have the time to manage absence details manually — the form keeps everything consistent, clear, and fair for everyone.

In the past, students have cancelled their lesson verbally and then un-cancelled it at the last minute, only to find that I've put somebody from the Standby Pool in their slot.

The forms submit a ticket (like technical support) in my CRM software and helps me process and track absences.

Please return to the first page and go to the 3 step (and remember the above information for future planned absences).

WHAT IS AN INTERMEDIATE PLAYER?

Technique & Mechanics

Open Chords: Knows all open chords, can switch smoothly, and is comfortable with barre chords in multiple positions.
Bar Chords: Can cleanly play E and A shape bar chords (major and minor) by name without needing chord diagrams
Rhythm: Can keep time well with a drum beat or song and play basic strumming patterns without stumbling.

Scales: Can use, at minimum, a minor pentatonic scale, and improvise a simple solo

Repertoire

Has played full songs, along with a backing track, in the past

Independence

Has learnt songs independently before

Canread tablature independently

A beginner is still struggling with mechanics, basic tab reading and memorisation or chord shapes; an intermediate has the tools to make music in real time, even if it isn’t highly polished. This
means that, as a beginner, learning via video isn't beneficial for either of us (and would take far too much planning). Please remember | have dozens of students who have very different skill levels
and | cannot remember everyone's strengths and weaknesses in great detail (there's only so much you can document!) and cannot remember these quirks when filming a video in a very short space
of time. About 90% of the time, after spending much more than the lesson duration planning and filming a lesson, beginner students have said "l watched your video, but | wasn't able to follow it".
This is why | have a job and people don't just use Youtube!



